Trip begins on August 1st

Local family will go by bicycle to state of Alaska
By: Kevin Canterbury

Bill and Amarins
Harrison have always been
thrill seeking and adventure loving people and that
love for traveling will take
them across the country,
beginning in August.
However this isn’t your
typical trip. The Harrisons
will be leaving August 1st
and will set out for Alaska
on their quint bike (five
person tandem bicycle).
They will be joined on
their trip by their three
youngest children, Cheyenne, 7, Jasmine, 4 and
Robin who is only 2.
Leaving from Mt.
Vernon, the Harrison family will ride to Charleston,
South Carolina and from
there on to the Florida
Keys.
Once there, they will
ride north along the Gulf
coast of Florida until they
reach the panhandle and
then continue west toward
the lower southern United
States. The family’s next
stop will take them to
Biloxi, Mississippi, from
there will to Slaton Texas
and then straight on to San
Diego, California.
They will continue their
trip by going north, up the
entire coast of California,
into Crescent City.
From there, the family
will go on to Port Angeles,
Washington, crossover into
Canada and then back onto
U.S. soil when they end
their 7,000 mile journey in
Fairbanks, Alaska in the
Summer of 2010.
The family plans to live

in Fairbanks for a year.
With only a small trailer
behind the bike, which
carries a maximum of 100
lbs., and much of it taken
up by their tent, the family
will be carrying only the
bare necessities.
Their
website
(www.pedouin.org) has
given them a lot of opportunities to meet people
from all over the United
States and many have even
said they will join the
Harrisons during their
journey and bike with them
for a few miles. They’ve
also been in contact with
people across the United
States who have offered
them a place to stay at
night as they travel close
to, or through, their neighborhood.
The Harrisons will be
spending the majority of
this coming winter in San
Diego with people they’ve
met online who have volunteered their time to help
make this trip a success.
Riding a quint bike all
over the country is a feat
in itself. But, what makes
this trip even more challenging, is that such a trip
has never been attempted
before with the Harrisons
riding on a self-contained
bike without a follow car
or any help.
When asked what the
driving force behind the
trip was, Bill simply said
“It’s the spirit of freedom,
we’re going to take a
chance and just live our
dream. It‘s not going to be
easy, but the American

spirit goes against the
odds.” The Harrisons had
been wanting to take a
family trip together, but
weren’t sure where to go or
what to do. However, since
Bill had already been to
Alaska twice “It just made
sense to go” says Amarins.
“Riding for two days
straight and taking one day
off will be very enjoyable
because we’ll be able to
see America and the beauty
it has to offer” she said.
The Harrisons figure
they will be traveling 3040 miles daily on the quint,
which Bill had to have specially manufactured in Oregon.
On the quint bike, Bill
is in the front and is the
captain. He will be controlling the steering, gears, and
braking. Behind him will

be Jasmine, followed by
Robin and Amarins while
Cheyenne is riding in the
back. To get into shape for
the journey ahead, they
have a 12 mile practice
everyday to help improve
their conditioning. The
Harrison family has always done everything on
their own, from living in a
shed when they first
moved to the county together in 2003 and building their own home, to
planning this entire trip to
Alaska.
Bill said the core of this
trip goes beyond having
fun and seeing America,
but to “meet real people
and value their judgments,
put aside our political and/
or religious differences and
meet them on the same
level. The experience

alone will be something we
will remember the rest of
our lives.”
The Harrisons have had
mixed reactions from everyone they’ve come in
contact with, but most have
been very supportive and
encouraging. The family
also intends to write a book
about their trip, shortly after their return to Kentucky
although they haven’t decided when that will be yet.
Bill says if the trip up to
Alaska goes well, and they
don’t have a lot of problems, then there’s a good
chance they’ll bike back
home. The only difference
being instead of riding the
same way back, they may
travel east through Canada
and come down south
through the northern states
such as Maine, New York,

and Pennsylvania. One
thing the Harrisons want to
tell everyone is to, “Live
your dreams and do what
will make you happy. It’s
much easier to just stay at
home and do nothing so
why not go out there and
accomplish something instead? Make the sacrifice.”
The Harrisons would
like to thank their financial
supporters and let it be
known they greatly appreciate: “The owners of KOA
campground at Renfro Valley for supplying us with
our trailer and our neighbors for sharing the road
while we practice on our
quint bike.” For a complete
list of their financial supporters, or to see more
about the Harrison family,
cheer them on, or help by
donating money, please
visit www.pedouin.org

The Harrisons, of Blue Springs, will leave on a year long journey in August on a trip which will eventually take them to
Alaska. They showed off their quint bike which will be their main transportation during the journey. The bike was
specially built by an Oregon company and the family currently rides the bike about 12 miles a day while in training. Last
week, the family posed for this picture at their home. Family members, from left are: Cheyenne, Amarins, Robin, Jasmine, and Bill.

